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QUEEN, could have been able to turn the people's hearts
so surprisingly in their favour. This Princess, destined for
the safety of Europe, and a blessing to her subjects, began
her reign with a noble benefaction to the Church;1 and it
was hoped the nation would have followed such an example,
which nothing could have prevented, but the false politics
of a set of men, who form their maxims upon those of every
tottering commonwealth, which is always struggling for life,
subsisting by expedients, and often at the mercy of any
powerful neighbour. These men take it into their imagina-
tion, that trade can never flourish unless the country be-
comes a common receptacle for all nations, religions and
languages; a system only proper for small popular states,
but altogether unworthy, and below the dignity of an im-
perial crown; which with us is best upheld by a monarch
in possession of his just prerogative, a senate of nobles and
of commons, and a clergy established in its due rights with
a suitable maintenance by law. But these men come with
the spirit of shopkeepers to frame rules for the administra-
tion of kingdoms j or, as if they thought the whole^art of
government consisted in the importation of nutmegs, and
the curing of herrings. Such an island as ours can afford
enough to support the majesty of a crown, the honour of a
nobility, and the dignity of a magistracy; we can encourage
arts and sciences, maintain our bishops and clergy, and
suffer our gentry to live in a decent, hospitable manner;
yet still there will remain hands sufficient for trade and
manufactures, which do always indeed deserve the best en-
couragement, but not to a degree of sending every living
soul into the warehouse or the workhouse.

This pedantry of republican politics hath done infinite
mischief among us. To this we owe those noble schemes of
treating Christianity as a system of speculative opinions,

1 "At this time [February, I7of] Queen Anne gave up the first-
fruits and tenths, which had long been possessed by the crown, to be
appropriated to a fund for the increase of small livings. This fund is
known as Queen Anne's Bounty " (Lathbury's " Hist, of Convocation,"
second edition, p. 386). The Queen's Message to Parliament was
dated February 7th, i7pf, and the Bill was introduced February i;th,
and received the royal assent April 3rd, 1704. See also Swift's
*' Answer " in the following number. [T, S.]